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The Robbie Williams 

Give It Sum Fund (North Staffordshire)
GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS 

What is the Give It Sum North Staffs Community Chest?

The Give It Sum North Staffs Community Chest is supported by the Robbie Williams Give It Sum Fund, run by Comic Relief. The main Give It Sum Fund makes grants of up to £1,000 per year throughout North Staffordshire to voluntary organisations, community and self-help groups addressing poverty and disadvantage.

The Community Chest is supported by three voluntary support organisations based and working in North Staffordshire who have come together to allocate money on behalf of the Give It Sum Fund. This means that decisions on funding are made locally and made by people with a detailed knowledge of the area and the needs.

Who can apply?

Give It Sum North Staffs Community Chest is open to voluntary organisations and self-help groups in North Staffordshire (Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Moorlands) with an annual income of less than £10,000, with their own constitution and bank account that are working to improve the lives of disadvantaged people. The fund will target community work in North Staffordshire, Robbie’s home area, where he wants to put something back into the community.   

What do we fund?

We fund a broad range of self-help projects which address poverty, disadvantage and discrimination as defined by the people of North Staffordshire and its communities. The Community Chest aims to create a climate of change which gives people the chance to influence their own lives and become actively involved. Priority will be given to groups that are run by users and those that involve users in running their services.

In general, we do not fund:
     - Academic research

     - General appeals

     - Schools, colleges and hospitals

     - Promotion of religion

     - Services run by statutory or public bodies

     - Medical research or equipment.

What type of grants do we give?

We give grants for both revenue costs (running costs, for example to pay for room hire or publicity) and/or capital costs (equipment, for example a desk or a computer or maybe sports equipment). We intend to support small groups or projects that have a need for specific funds. The grants will be “one time” single payments.

How much do we give?

You can apply for between £50 and £1000. You can make up to two applications for a grant each year, but you can only receive a maximum of £1,000 in any one calendar year.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE 2 QUOTES FOR ANY EQUIPMENT YOU ARE APPLYING TO PURCHASE/HIRE.

The Community Chest is not intended to supplement or match larger funding applications. Such applications should be directed to the main Give It Sum Fund administered by Comic Relief. For more information check the website at http://www.comicrelief.com or call Comic Relief on +44 (0)207 820 5555.

If you get a grant

The offer of a grant will be made by letter to you and will include a conditions form about how the grant may be used. You will need to sign and return the form to indicate that you accept the conditions, before the money can be released.

After you have received a grant

We will need to know how you have spent the grant and how it has helped you to make a difference. A monitoring form will be sent to you with your cheque which must be completed and returned when your project has finished. A member of the Community Chest Grant Panel may also arrange to visit you to see how your project is going and what impact the funding has had on the beneficiaries.

Timetable

The Give It Sum North Staffs Community Chest grants panel will meet at least six times a year to make decisions about grants. Our aim is to deal with all applications at the next available panel meeting, so two months is the maximum time you should have to wait to know if you have been successful.

If you need any support with your project idea or have any questions about the fund, please contact any of the organisations listed:

Voluntary Action - Stoke-on-Trent




           +44 (0)1782 683030

Newcastle Community and Voluntary Services


           +44 (0)1782 629269

Staffordshire Moorlands Community and Voluntary Services   
+44 (0)1538 381356

Please return your completed application form along with all necessary supporting information to:
Give It Sum North Staffs Community Chest

Bank House, 20 St Edward Street, Leek, Staffordshire, ST13 5DS

PLEASE SEE PAGE 4 OF THE APPLICATION FORM FOR THE LIST OF DOCUMENTS YOU WILL NEED TO SUBMIT (IF APPLICABLE TO YOUR GROUP).  PLEASE NOTE: THE PANEL WILL NOT CONSIDER AN APPLICATION IF THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION IS NOT INCLUDED.
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